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Adults ənd the Overseer of the Poor 


by 
A. Re MARKLE 


In two previous stories we have dealt with the care and 
beunding out of orphaned children by the Cverseer. This story 
will bring out another fhase of his vork--that of adults. Adults 
with no families, a few children, and vagrants who took sick, got 
themselves into cririnal trouble, died and had to be given prorer 
attention and burial. It is the intention of this story to show 
what Chauncey Rose viewed when he locked about him end saw these 
unfortunate people placed in pauper graves and the charges allowed 
for such burial. The need for medical care was beyond the reans cf 
a great many of these people and with no one else to care or give 
service to ther, the Overseer of the Poor was left to make all 
arrangements allowed within the jurisdiction of his office. 

The County Poorhouse et this early day was let to the lcwest 
bidder and one can faney the degree of care taken of those unfor- 
tunate encugh to be corritted to the tender care of the successful 
bidder. 

Among those Overseers who held the office in the years pre- 
ceding the Civil War and whose records alone seem to have been 
preserved, even in part, was Albert Lange, father of the late Mrs. 
George Hebb and fcr whom one of the City Schools has been named. 
Born in 1801, Albert Lange lived tc serve Terre Haute end Vigo 
County through the serious days of their growth in the days of the 
coming of the Canal and the steamboat and of their passing away with 
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the corpetition of the railways. He died in 1869 and was laid to 
rest in Woodlawn Cemetery where so many other of our pioneer builders 
are buricd. 

The papers which have heen found are few in number but of 
particular interest becanse of their detailed account of some examples 
of the diversity of work performed and because of an episode out 
of which they grewv. 

In the spring or early svrmer of 18%, Samuel Dias killed a 
man during a quarrel at an unsavory rescrt in the northern part of 
the ecunty. In sharp contrast to our more modern methods, the bill 
of the Sheriff of Vico County shows but $9475 as the tctal cost. 
Broken down it shows "To boarding Samuel Dias from June 6 to July 
Sy 1£==30 days 99.3724 Discharging sare, 3734. Total 89.75" 

The bill doos nct show it, but the "discharging® ws at the end of 
a rope on a scaffold in the midst of a large and well satisficd asserbly 
ef our best families. 

The bill cf Jchn Burton is itemized as follows? 


"184, July 5 To Hearse & horse & dicging 
grave fcr Dias & burying hir, 


11 miles SSe 00 

July 23 To 1 day horse cert, 2 men of 
Courthouse $1.90 

August 3 To mowing Courthouse yard of 
Brush Sle 
10 To eleanirg out Courthouse $1.50 

To cleaning out Courthouse yard 

end raking up dia 90 


$11.00" 


Burton also rendered another bill on the same shect of parer 


which was filed by Lange as follows: 
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"184, Jume 20, To digging grave, taking corpse 


for Ji Dean $2.25 

2s Same for Patrick Sullivan 2625 
July 6, To hevling Mrs. Fletcher's plunder 

from & Mile House 1675 


Auge 17 To digging crave, horse to take 
the corpse of Garrigus Thomas 2.25 
17 Tc digging grave, horse, to take 
the corpse of Lliza Dodd 225 
22 To 2 horse wagon & driver, to re- 
move Elizabeth Doda to Bain» 
bridge in Putnam County, 3 
dags at $2.50 AZIO, 


$18.25" 
Lange also approved two biils rendered at this time by Za Gapen. 


"June 20, To making one @offin(for John Dean) $5.00 
j 29, To ene coffin for Patrick Sullivan) 5e00 
July 9, To making coffin (for James Twilley) 5.00 

Auge 17 To making coffin for child (E.Dean) _2,00 
$17.00" 


"July 5, To making Samuel Dias’ coffin $5.00" 


A final note is sounded by a bill of Orren Dowdy, the Trustee 

ef Fayette Township for "Boarding Susannah Dias € Child with medical 

aid, 21 days at 50¢ per day, total $10.50". Two more examples of 

the labers of the overseer are self explanatory in the bill of 

John Davis. 

"1845, June 21 to June 23, Taking care of and nursirg 
one afflicted with small-pox whereof he $7.00 
died; digging grave in the night, burying 
and burning up all things by which in- 
fection right be spread 3890 
$10.00" 


The following bill rendered is the most lengthy: 
"1845, June 21, 22, 23 & July 15, To services rendered 
in the case of Lemuel Hil] who was afflicted with and died of 


g—— smallpox $10.00 
k With regard to this charge it is proper for me to state 


& that every mimte of my time from Saturday night, Mme 21 
to Monday morning, June 23, including two whole nights, was 
exclusively cecupied & consumed in the discharge of the ar- 
duovus duties and responsibilities, which devolved on m as 
Overseer of the Pocr. My anxiety of mind, to serupulously & 
minutely adopt such messures as would remove all dmger of 
contagion and to free the minds of our people from the fear 
thereof, to administer at the same time tc the wants of the 
sick men, to push and accelerate his burial, when dead, and 
to bury, consume by fire and rmmrify everything, which had 
been in contact with or in the atrosphere of the sick man, 
will be but poorly corpensated by the above charge of $10.00 
The following cash expenses were also incurred by re in the 


same case, to wit: 


Matches $ .06 
castile scap ° 
dried bee? +37 
broor «10 
butter and plate 025 
bread 0124 
tc John Davis to enable hir to 
absent himself fror town 1655 
1 shirt 1200 
2 pair of pantaloons 2250 
to Patrick Sullivan 1,00 $ 7.01 
July 3 Overseer's services in the case of 
D. Holmes 1.00 
AugelS Overseer's services in the case of 
Eliza, colored girl 100 


$19.01? 


Such radical changes in the treatment of the poor could not be 
done at eny one time by any cne person, and it is only in cuite 
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recent years that ve have had good orphan hores supported by the 
county and a County Physician to care for the unfortunates who 

had not been legally corritted to the Bounty Infirmary. In such 
cases that adequate and continued care could not be provided, the 


patient was then cormitted to that institution. 


PTT, 
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By A. R. Markle, 


XXVI. 
THE OVERSEER OF THE POOR 
Pioneer days had the same 


problems that we have today but 
had different methods of caring tor | 
them, more notable possibly in th 

care of the poor and destitute. 

Orphan children, in many cases, 
were taken in by neighbors who ` 
“raised” them as they did their own | 
but where no volunteer appeared | 
‘to care for the helpless child, the 
care fell upon the township trustee 
by virtue of his office and he either 
asked for bids for the care of the 
child and boarded it out with the 
lowest bidder or bound it out for 
the period of its minority. 

In one instance in another’ In- f 
diana county, the elder sister of a 
two-year-old child bid it in at five 
cents a week in order that she 
might not be separated from it, shej- 
being eighteen herself and capable 
of maintaining it in the home where 
she was then living. » 

The county poorhouse at that | 
early day was let to the lowest bid-| 
der and we may fancy if we can’ 
the degree of care taken of those un- 
fortunate enough to be committed 
to the tender care of the successful 
bidder, | 

By an early law of the state, the 
township trustee was ex-officio the 
overseer of the poor, sometimes 
alone, often in connection with an-| 
other responsible citizen of the 
‘community. | l 

Among those who held the office 
in the years preceding the civil war 
and .whose records alone seem to, 
have been preserved even in part, 
was Albert Lange, father of the late 
Mrs. George Hebb and for "asen 


è 


one of the city schools has been 
named. 

The papers which have been | 
found are few in number but of 


‘particular interest because of their 


detailed account of some examples 


‘of the diversity of work performed 


and because of an pe oug Ci 
-which they grew. SI 
| 

One Citizen Less, 4 | 

In the spring or early summer of 
1844, Samuel Dias killed a man dur-| 
ing a quarre] at an unsavory, re- 


‘sort in the northern part of the 
‘county and in sharp contrast to our 


more modern methods the bill of 
the sheriff of Vigo county shows 


| but $9.75 as the total cost “to board- 


‘ing Samuel Dias from June 6 to 
July 5, 1844, 30 days, $9.3714. Dis- 
-oharging same 37%c. Total, 


$9.75.” 
The bill does not show it, but the 
discharge was at the end of a rope 


‘von a scaffold in the midst of a 


large a and well ‘satisfied assembly of 
‘our “best. families. 


“raking up, $1.50—$11.00. 


t (for John Dean), $5.00. 


Afford Interesting Contrasts 


Public Bills of ThatDay | 


-Añd so among the accounts of | 
Albert Lange we find the bill of 
«John Burton, itemized as follows: 

~ 1844—July 5. To hearse 


and burying him, 11 miles, $5. 00 


4—July_ 23. $ protons day-t 


ou $1. 50. 
To cleaning out RATA 


i 


. I hereby certify the ADONE bill to 
‘be correct as to the first item. 
Sept. 2, 1844. WM. RAY, Sheriff. | 


I: certify that the three last, 
charges are right charges, little! 
large. C. T. NOBLE. 


«Sept. 3, 1844. 

Burton also rendered another bill. 
on the same sheet of paper which 
was filed by Lange as follows: 

1844—June 20, to digging grave, 
horse, taking corpse for J. Dean, 
$2.25. 

June 30, to digging grave, horse, 
taking corpse for Patrick Sullivan, 
$2.25. 

July 6, to hauling Mrs. Fletcher’s 
plunder from 8 mile house, $1.75._ 

Aug. 13, digging grave, horse, to 


‘take the corpse of Garrigus Thomas, i 


$2.25. 

Aug. 17 to digging grave, horse, to 
take the corpse of Eliza Dodd, $2.25. 

Aug. 22, to two horse wagon and 
driver, to remove Elizabeth Dodd to 
Bainbridge in Putnam county, three |. 
days at $2.50 
 Totat, $7:50—$18.25. 

I hereby certify the above bill to 
be correct. 

Sept. 2, 1844. 

ALBERT LANGE, overseer.” 

Lang also approved another bill 
‘rendered at this time: 

“Terre Haute, 1844. 

The county of Vigo to Z. Gapen, 
Dr. 
| June 20th, to making one coffin 


f 
Ì 
f 


June 29th, to one coffin for Pat- 
rick Sullivan, $5.00. 

July 9th, to making coffin forj 
James Twilley, $5.00. 

Aug. 17th, to making coffin for 
child (E. Dean), $2.00—817.00. 

The above bill is correct. 

Sept. 2, 1844, 

ALBERT LANGE, overseer.” 

| And on the same sheet Gapen ren- 
ders another bill: 

The county of Vigo to Z. Gapen, 
Dr. 
= July 5th, to making Samuel Dias’ 
lcottin, $5.00. 
| I certify that the tc ARG bill 
i for a coffin for Samuel Dias is cor- | 
irect, 


y 


REFERENCE 


use , yard, 23. Taking care of and nursing one 


Sept. 2, 1844. WM. RAY, Sheriff. eD 
By M. M. HICKCOX, Deputy. | 
And a final note is sounded by al 


and | bill of Orren Dowdy, the trustee of 
orse and. digging grave for Dias Fayette. township: 
sannah Dias and child, with medi- 

| “da Al! 
a Other items on ‘Burton's bi Sina A DI: 21 days at 50c per“ y.| 


“Boarding Su - 


| Two more examples of the labors į 
of the ‘overseer still exist and are 
self-explanatory: .. N 

“The County of Vigo to John 
‘Davis, Dr. 1845—June 21 to June 


‘afflicted with smallpox whereof he 
died, $7.00; digging grave in the 
‘night, burying and burning up all 
things by which infection ee be 
spread, $3.00—$10.00. 

“I hereby certify this. bill ‘to -be 
correct, Y ; 
“June 23, 1845. : ta) 

“ALBERT LANGE, - Overseer.” 

That the overseer chad bes fully” a 
„occupied during the same period cis. 
shown by the final paper of this ol- | is 
lection: | 

“The County of “Vigo to 
Lange, Dr. 

“1845 Jù une 21, 22, 23 and July 
es i rendered in the 


ee 


= 


“Abert |a 


id consumed in the discharge of | : 
the aude duties and responsibil- 

ities, which developed on me as > 
overseer of the poor. My anxiety |} 
of mind, to scrupulously- and min- 
utely adopt such measures as | ¥ 
would remove all danger of con- | 
tagion and to free the minds of 1 
our people from the fear thereof, i 
to administer at the same time to |. 
the wants of the sick man, to push. 

when 


| and accelerate his. burial, 
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THE VIGO COUNTY HOME 


The Home is located at 3500 Maple Avenue, Terre 
Haute, Indiana, on 60 acres of land owned by the 
County. The present building was erected in 1936 to 
provide a home for citizens of this County who are 
unable to maintain themselves for lack of financial 
resources, Its function is to supply adequately 
comfortable long-term care for such residents of the 
12 townships of Vigo County who have this problem. 
By action of the Indiana Legislature in 1955, persons 
with some funds, but not able to bear the total cost 
of long-term "Bed Patient Care" may also be admitted 
as residents, Since the Home is thus not for the 
totally indigent, all persons admitted as residents 
receive the same care regardless of their financial 
status, 


The information presented in this bulletin is for 
the general public's use and to acquaint all 
interested persons and agencies with the current 
policies and practices in the administration of this 
County facility. The Board of Commissioners, the 
County Council, and many local groups are cooperating 
in plans to keep the facilities of the Home adequate 
to meet changing needs inthis area at a reasonable 
cost to all citizens as taxpayers and as potential 
beneficiaries of the Home's services, 


MANAGEMENT 


The Superintendent and Matron are appointed by the 
elected Commissioners of Vigo County for such terms 
as specified by the Commissioners. The budget for 
maintaining the Home is recommended annually by the 
Superintendent, subject to the approval of the County 
Commissioners and the County Council, and reviewed by 
the County Board of Tax Review and by the State Tax 
Board. Funds for adding improvements to the building 
are also allocated from County funds by these same 
public officials. 


The Board of Commissioners also appoints annually 
a County Physician and Assistant to be on call at all 
times for the medical supervision of residents who 
have no funds for this purpose. The Commissioners 
also let annual contracts for the purchase of items 
used in large quentities at the Home. These include 
fuel, food, etc.; such contracts are let in compli- 
ance with State Laws governing all public institu- 
tions. 


Within this administrative framework, the Superin= 
tendent employs the additional staff of nurses, aids, 
attendents, cooks, laundry workers, and other main- 
tenance personnel within the limits of the edopted 
budget. He shares with the Matron in the supervision 
of all the services in the Home but has no jurisdic- 
tion over the approval of applicants for admission. 


Since September 1964, the Home has been licensed 
by the Indiana Fealth Facilities Commission to accept 
53 residents for Comprehensive Nursing Care (bed pa- 
tients) and 130 for Residential Care (ambulatory). 
This licensing is based on inspections by the State 
Board of Health and the State Fire Marshall. The 
current licensing continues till December 31, 1966. 


Under the Superintendent's supervision, food is 
prepared for all residents in an appropriately equip- 
ped kitchen by staff cooks. All laundry is also done 
in the Home laundry by staff employees. Health and 
food standards are under the continuous supervision 
of the State and City or County Boards of Health. 


Food menus ere posted weekly and are available 
for inspection, The Dietician at the Union Hospital 
gives volunteer counsel to the Home staff on menu 
principles and practices, 


The Superintendent, Matron, and most of the pre- 
sent staff employees are currently provided living 
quarters in the Home and most of their meals. Their 
working hours vary with the type of service, as does 
their monetary remuneration. 
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ADMISSION PROCEDURES 


All applicants for admission must secure County 
Form 77-A from the Township Trustee where he or she 
resides and furnish all the information to complete 
this application. This form must be signed by the 
applicant and also by the Trustee, regardless of the 
financial status of such applicant, In addition to 
this form a Physician's Report of examination for 
County Home care must accompany the application; this 
may be prepared by the applicant's personal physician 
or by one designated by the Trustee. Trustees are 
furnished the Physician's Report forms. 


Applicants 65 years of age or over who establish 
eligibility for Public Welfare Assistance through the 
County Welfare Department may on their own option seek 
residence at the Home, The County Welfare Dept. will 
cooperate with the Township Trustee in completing the 
applications for admission; applicants should con- 
sult the Welfare Dept. for their cooperative counsel. 


Other applicants with limited means may seek admis- 
sion on terms agreed upon in private contracts with 
the County Commissioners. Such applicants may be 
admitted under these individual contracts if spaces 
suitable to their needs are available at the time. 


All applications, whether prepared in the Trus- 
tee's office, with the cooperation of the Public Wel- 
fare Department, or under agreement with the County 
Commissioners, must finally be signed by at least two 
of the County Commissioners. The applicant will then 
be notified when the Superintendent has available 
space for his admission and proper care. 


Only ambulatory and comprehensive nursing care per- 
sons can become residents of the Home, which is not 
equipped for specialized hospital services, special 
diets, etc. Residents who require these hospital ser- 
vices must be transferred to a general hospital when 
such need arises, hospital costs to be borne by Trus- 
tee, Welfare Department, or patient's own resources, 
as applicable « 
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Prospective applicants for admission and/or inter» 
ested relatives are welcome to visit the Home during 
daytime hours to obtain first-hand information about 
the facilities available to residents. If possible, 
such visits should be by advance appointment, in order 
that the Superintendent or Matron may be available 
without interfering with their repular duties. 


CLASSIFICATIONS OF RESIDENTS 


l. AMBULATORY - These residents must be able to care 
for their normal personal needs; to walk reasonable 
distances to dining rooms, day rooms, library, chapel, 
or occasional trips off the grounds. At present, the 
female residents are housed in either single or double 
rooms with down-the-hall bath facilities, A staff 
lady supervises these residents and assists with room 
cleaning, clothing, bathing or other personal needs. 


Male residents in this category are presently 
housed in multi-bed dormitories. Thev have male staff 
supervision and are provided with space for storage of 
personal belongings and down-the-hall toilet rooms. 


2. COMPREHENSIVE NURSING CARE - These residents are 
housed in the "bed" sections with 24 hour regular 
nurses in attendance. They are either in 4-bed sec- 
tions or in one or two bed isolation rooms. Male and 
female residents are in separate units, except where 
a man and wife may share one room. Registered nurses 
supervise the practical nurses and nurses’ aids for 
these residents. 


Attending physicians prescribe treatment for all 
patients as individuals and all records are kept on 


charts for the guidance of nurses and food service 
personnel, 


NOTE: There is at present no provision for the 
housing of persons who need to be in restrained 
quarters, 
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FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR RESIDENT CARE 


Although all residents receive the same care 
according to their physical and mental health 
requirements, only the Superintendent's Office 
knows the specific terms on which residents are 
admitted, 


The Township Trustee assumes responsibility 
for paying the County $2,55 per day for those he 
assigns to the Home who are without any financial 
resources. He also may assume any part of this 
payment for those with some resources they can 
assign to the Home, 


The Department of Public Welfare reimburses 
the County for its qualified recipients of 
Welfare Assistance who choose the Home as their 
residence, The DPW assigns an amount for each 
patient under terms of a contract with the County 
Commissioners and these payments are guaranteed 
during the patient's residence. 


Residents admitted under individual cmtracts 
with the Commissioners and/or cooperative agree- 
ment with a Trustee, may assign part or all of 
Social Security or other personal incomeresarces 
to the Home to cover the agreed cost of mainte- 
nance in the Home, Such costs may be assumed by 
responsible relatives and paid to the Superin- 
tendent as agreed upon at the time ofadmittance. 


The Home is maintained primarily for persons 
in the County in greatest financial need, Those 
determined by Trustees as indigent have first 
priority for admission; second in priority are 
those over 65 qualified to receive DPW assistance; 
finally other available spaces may be allotted 
to those with some resources who have serious 
personal maintenance problems. These may be 
admitted on individual contracts as indicated 
above, 

All except indigent residents have the priv- 
ilege of selecting their own personal physician, 
if they have resources 4 care for this expense, 


CLOTHING ARRANGEMENTS 
Since Home clothing is machine laundered, clothing 


brought or furnished for residents should be machine 
washable. 


A storage space is provided for each resident to 
check clothing not in daily use. Relatives are urged 
to supply needed clothing items for ambulatory resi- 


dents and bed pajamas or other Sleeping clothing for 
bed patients. 


All residents are expected to bathe or be bathed 
regularly and to be presentable in personal appear- 
ance within their individual limits. 


Many individuals and groups make gifts of appro- 
priate clothing for residents without relatives or 
close friends, 


FORBIDDEN ARTICLES 


Liquors (intoxicating) of any kind are forbidden 
within the Home and will be confiscated, if found on 
the premises, Likewise, firearms of any kind and 
valuables or surplus money are not permitted on the 
persons of residents. Reserve sums of money may be 
deposited in the Superintendent's care in the Office, 


where a record will be kept of such deposits in the 
resident's name, 


Any furniture brought to the Home for the use of 


any resident becomes the property of the Home if the 
resident leaves, 


VISITORS 


Friends, relatives and other interested persons 
are urged to visit with residents at any appropriate 


time during daytime hours or by appointment at other 
hours, 


Ministers, Priests and other religious leaders or 
workers are welcome to call on parishioners or other 


residents for friendly visitation or spiritual 
counseling. 


Social Service, religiously oriented or other phil- 
anthropic groups will be welcomed to provide enter- 
tainment, conduct song-fests, furnish favors for food 
trays, read to patients, write letters for them, teach 
handicraft skills, lead recreational games, etc. The 
Superintendent or Matron will be glad to discuss such 
projects with any interested group or individual. 


AUXILIARY SERVICES 


Over the past several years, many local organiza- 
tions have made most valuable contributions in time, 
service, or gifts to improve the atmosphere and facil- 
ities available to residents. The following are note- 
worthy examples: mir; 

l. The Hairdressers' and Cosmotologists' Association 
has equipped rooms in the Home to care for the hair of 
female residents, On their days off members of this 
Association visit the Home once each month and care 
for the hair needs of both ambulatory and bed patients 
as their service gift to these women, i 
2. The Exchange Club has equipped rooms for a dentist 
and optician where local volunteers remove decayed 
teeth, fit lenses, etc. without cost to residents. 

3. The Newcomers' Club has furnished material and 
made drapes for the dining rooms and bed sections and 
have presented numerous other gifts of clothing and 
furniture, . 
4, Both Catholic and Protestant Church groups provide 
Masses and worship services regularly in chapel areas 
provided for this purpose. 

5, Both the Pealtors' and Law Wives have made annual 
gifts of an appropriate nature to improve the appear- 
ance or facilities used by residents. 

6. The Business and Professional Women's Club usually 
presents an annual gift of some tasty supplementary 
food item, i 
7. The Rotary Club made a gift of $200.00 to provide 
individual lockers for use in the men's dormitory. 

8. Students from Indiana State, St. Mary's, and some 
local high schools have sponsored "Cheer Up" sessions 
with individual and groups sf residents. 


9,A generous man and wife recently bought 20 rocking 

| chairs and presented them anonymously to be used by 
‘elderly residents. 
10, The Union Hospital has furnished much. patient 
equipment, which, with minor repairs have helped to 
equip new stations for increasing numbers of resi- 
dents. 


It awould be impossible to list many similar con- 
tributions to help make the Vigo County Home a more 
adequate and pleasanter place for the comfort and 
convenience of its many residents, Other groups or 
individuals who would like to share in this local 
facility are imited to inquire of the Superintendent, 
Matron or member of the Citizens’ Committee for ap- 
propriate suggestions along this line. 


CITIZENS' COMMITTEE FOR THE VIGO COUNTY HOME 


This committee was spontaneously formed in 1961 
by a volunteer group of local citizens interested in 
the maximum improvement of the Home and has since 
been continuously active in its cooperative efforts 
with the County Commissioners, the County Council and 
all other responsible individuals and groups to 
achieve optimum community benefits from this facility. 

Between annual meetings a Steering Committee of 
15 members directs and coordinates the month to month 
projects designed to accelerate improvements as they 
are apparent. 

This committee has enjoyed splendid cooperation 
by the Commissioners, the County Council, and the 
Superintendent and Matron of our County Home. 


This committee has edited this bulletin as one 
contribution to a better understanding of the oper- 
ation of this County facility and as a stimulus to 
all citizens to take more interest and pride in the 
services of this institution, 
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